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Chapter 1: Introduction
            Introduction to the Problem
 
Choosing your problem or topic.  Where does your problem or topic come from?  As you read current and relevant peer reviewed scholarly journal articles THEY TELL YOU in the discussion section WHAT AREAS NEED TO BE STUDIED!!!
 
Therefore, this section you will discuss one of those areas.  DO NOT randomly pick a topic because the chances are it won’t work.  At the graduate level you need to be familiar with Bloom’s Taxonomy and the appropriate level of critical analysis.  What does this mean?  This means when you were an undergrad student your critical analysis was that of UNDERSTANDING AND COMPREHENSION.  Now you are a graduate student and your level of critical analysis must be that of APPLICATION AND ANALYSIS.  How is this demonstrated in graduate level writing?  Demonstration of application and analysis is achieved through specific verbs which key the reader in that you as the researcher have critically thought about your problem at the appropriate level.  So what are these verbs? You will see these verbs attached to the PowerPoint presentation that discusses the MEAL plan, Bloom’s Taxonomy, and how to apply both.  Dr. Rutherford, this sounds complicated and confusing, so how do I choose my topic and write?  You will go to Google Scholar or the AMU library and find an article that is in your area of interest according to the week 1 assignment.  The categories are as follows:
 
· Cloud computing
· Social networking
· Internet of Everything
· Mobile computing
· Cyber Security
· Network security
· Data security
· Data analysis
· Big Data
· Electronic Ware
· Wireless technologies
· Software technologies
· Privacy
· Computer collaboration
Ensure that you choose an article that is current (within the last 2 years).  Review the abstract, if it sparks your interest scan the headers of the article (the bold headlines).  If you are still interested, skip to the discussion/conclusion section and the author should recommend an area for study.  THIS IS YOUR TOPIC!  Why is this your topic? This is your topic because it is an identified area within the body of knowledge of your area of interest that should be researched.  This makes a good topic BECAUSE IT IS SUPPORTED BY LITERATURE!  This means that the topic proposal will look like this:
Leadership is a critical component of successful information security.  According to Davidson (2018), leadership is an area of study that is lacking in the information security domain.  This gap in information security literature predicts a critical need within the field as well as proposes an increased demand for information security professionals to fill leadership roles.  Therefore, the argument  exists that managers within the information security field should receive adequate leadership training as a result of more robust MBA programs that emphasize leadership and leadership styles. 
THIS IS AN EXAMPLE!  What is important that you recognize that your topic proposal needs to be ONE paragraph that demonstrates a MAIN IDEA.  This main idea is supported with current EVIDENCE (scholarly peer reviewed journal article).  This evidence is followed by TWO sentences of which one demonstrates application and the other analysis (this example is written for the PhD level so the verbs that are italicized represent evaluation and synthesis).  Finally, you will end this paragraph by LINKING it to your next thought; use a transitional phrase.
I watch many students make this process very difficult and in turn it has a waterfall affect that creates confusion and frustration.  I am giving you the answer.
Background of the Study
 
This is where you give a brief background of your topic and why it is important.  This is the precursor to your literature review (addressed in week 5).  You are going to restate your topic (from week 1) then EXPAND on this and give the background or INTRODUCE the problem.  You will write this in the following format:
 
Main Idea – one sentence.  Evidence – According to…and this evidence should support your Main Idea.  Analysis – use the verbs from Bloom’s Taxonomy to write a sentence that signifies application.  Construct another sentence that signifies analysis. Link…this sentence should smoothly transition to your next Main Idea (nevertheless, therefore, conclusively, etc.)
 
This section will be 2-3 paragraphs
 
Statement of the Problem
 
This for some reason confuses a lot of students but this is very simple.  Your Statement of the Problem will look like this:
 
The problem to be addressed is XXXXXXX.  Main Idea – one sentence.  Evidence – According to…and this evidence should support your Main Idea.  Analysis – use the verbs from Bloom’s Taxonomy to write a sentence that signifies application.  Construct another sentence that signifies analysis. Link…this sentence should smoothly transition to your next Main Idea (nevertheless, therefore, conclusively, etc.)
 
Whatever topic you choose you are going to identify an issue (gap) that exists that is proven by literature (that’s how your topic was identified and approved) and you are going to expand and give details as to what this problem is and why it is significant.  This should be 2-3 paragraphs composed using the MEAL plan and Bloom’s Taxonomy.
 
Purpose of the Study
 
This is as stated, what is your purpose?  This is where you explain what methodology is going to be used to study your topic and what theory you are going to ground your research in.  You must rationalize WHY you picked the theory you have picked as well as the methodology.  You will choose ONE of the following methodologies:
 
1. Quantitative
2. Qualitative
3. Mixed Methods
 
You will explore the following categories of theory and choose ONE:
 
1. Behaviorist.
2. Cognitivist.
3. Constructivist.
4. Experiential.
5. Social and contextual.
 
So your purpose will look like this:
 
The purpose of this quantitative/qualitative/mixed method study is to XXXXXXX using the XXXXXX theory.  Then you will use the MEAL plan and Bloom’s Taxonomy to rationalize and justify the selection of the methodology and theory.  This should be about 2-3 paragraphs.
 
 
            Rationale (this is where you explain why you chose your methodology)
Research Question
 
I highly encourage you to choose or construct ONE research question.  Ensure that your will be able to develop a hypothesis (educated guess) from your question that has two variables, and independent variable (IV) and a dependent variable (DV) AND THAT THEY CAN BE MEASURED.  An example (very rudimentary example but you get the point) of a research question with a hypothesis looks like this:
 
Do red birds chirp louder than blue birds based on ecological factors such as sunlight?
 
This question has a DV which is the bird’s chirping and an IV which is the sunlight.  Both are measurable (chirping in decibels) and sunlight (exposure). 
 
Therefore, based on this research question the hypothesis would look like this:
 
When sunlight exposure is increased, blue birds chirp louder than red birds. 
 
Ensure that you have the ability to demonstrate the IF THIS THEN THAT relationship in your research question and hypothesis.
 
It is this simple so do not over complicate your research project.  Ask a relevant valid question that has easily IDENTIFIABLE AND MEASURABLE variables that reflect the IF THIS THEN THAT relationship.
 
 
Significance of the Study
 
As it states, tell the reader why your study is significant.  What gap is your study going to fill and why is filling this gap important?  This should be 1-2 paragraphs.
 
Definitions of Terms
 
There is going to be organizational lingo associated with your study.  Just because these terms are common to you, they may not be common to the reader.  Potentially, you may need to clarify how you are using these terms within your study.  This is where you simply define your terms and it will look like this:
 
Sunshine – A radiological beam of light that emanates from the largest star in Milky Way (Smith, 2020)
 
Make sure that you have a scholarly reference that defines your terms!
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